FOREWORD

This book is concerned with the investigation of the lexicon of the
English language. It covers topics such as the historical development of the
lexicon, social stratification, encoding in specialized lexicons, stylistic pecu-
liarities of the lexemes, complexity of lexical meaning, multi-word lexemes,
etc. The book is intended to introduce students of EFL to the study of words
and lexicon by presenting the major achievements and concepts of Lexicol-
ogy and related linguistic fields. Furthermore, it is also designed as a work-
book in Lexicology to help students gain a good working knowledge of the
lexical resources available in the English language. In each section, theoret-
ical issues are covered to give the students the foundation to proceed with
the Exercises assigned in the English vocabulary. The theoretical material is
designed to give insight into the basic theory of lexically-oriented language
studies. We have devised the Exercises in each section to assist students’
advances in analysing and understanding the structure, content and lexical
relations in the English lexicon.

The complete list of References upon which the authors have relied
for the definitions of concepts and other relevant assertions or propositions
which form the basis for the theory is provided at each chapter. The findings
and ideas from the literature are incorporated in the theoretical sections.
The references are also recommended for further reading.

We would like to take this opportunity and thank our students for
motivating us to write this book — we hope it will be useful to both our for-
mer students, as well as the new ones. Furthermore, we thank the col-
leagues from the Department of English for supporting our endeavour.
Finally, we owe a debt of gratitude to our reviewers, professor Tvrtko Pr¢i¢,
professor Vladimir Z. Jovanovi¢, and professor Radmila Bodri¢ - their com-
ments helped us improve our manuscript and come up with a finer ap-
proach to a number of chapters.
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